IMPERIALISM – Domination by one country over the economic and/or political life of another country.

Old Imperialism

· This was what we were supposed to read about last year, but you know.

· This was the imperialism in the Americas, and coastal regions of Africa.

· It originated in the 1400’s and 1500’s, because the Ottoman Turks cut off the way of trade to China and the Far East, hence, Europeans trade with the east was threatened. They had to find a new way to get to China.

· This triggered the Age of Exploration.

· Let me just begin by saying the main reasons why the explorers succeeded was because they had advanced technology, such as gunpowder, they brought diseases with them, which made it easier to fight indigenous people in the new world, because they weren’t immune to the diseases. They also had the astrolabe, a device invented by Arabs to tell which latitude you were at, at sea. Also had good cartographers.

· Portugal started it all, under Henry the Navigator, a king who complied with traders and got together the best cartographers (mapmakers) and sailors. He sent Bartholomew Dias to find a new passage to the East. Dias rounded the Cape of Good Hope, the southern tip of Africa, but he died there. Next they sent Vasco de Gama, who rounded the Cape, and then continued on and eventually got to India. This showed a new way to get to the East, other than the Mediterranean. Immediately, other nations wanted to show off their power and find new ways to the East.

· Spain sent a sailor named Christopher Columbus to find a new passage. He wanted to use the Atlantic Ocean to get to the East. He sailed for years, and eventually hit an island in the Caribbean, mistaking it for being India; hence the people became known as Indians. He thought he got to India and succeeded. Little did he know what he was starting. This was a turning point because it initiated trade and contact between the west and east hemispheres.

· Immediately after this, the Europeans realized that new land had been found, and was available to conquer. Spain conquered all of South and Central America, killing the Mayas, Aztecs, and Incas living there. England got North America. France got Canada. The Dutch sent people to Africa, the Boers, and they conquered people, having to pass through Shaka Zulu and his fighting tribe first.

· Portugal wanted t conquer Malacca, an Arab city on the Indian Ocean. This was a city rich in trade which both of them wanted.

· Spain sent Ferdinand Magellan, and he circumnavigated the world, which means he went completely around it. This proved the world was round.

· This all resulted in the slave trade. The Spanish conquistadors and all the other Europeans in the Americas were enslaving Native Americans to do their work on the plantations. The diseases of the Europeans killed almost all of them. This made Europe need to look for more workers. They knew they could rely on Africa. In the triangular trade, the Americas sent Europe food, such as sugar and maize. Europe sent money to Africa and other valuables such as food. In return, Africa sent slaves to the Americas, to work the plantations. The Africans went through the Middle Passage, the mid-Atlantic ocean, under harsh and crowded conditions, until they reached the Americas. 

· The Columbian Exchange – This was named for Columbus because he started it. The Asians, Europeans, and Americans all trade with each other. It was good, because new foods such as rice and bananas went to Americas, and new crops such as potatoes, maize, and sugar went to Europe and Asia. However, it was also bad because diseases came to the Americas and killed many, such as smallpox and typhus. 

· Life in Spanish America:

Government: The Spanish mainland

Religion: The Roman Catholic Church

Encomienda system: the conquistador was allowed to give land to natives, in return for native tribute and/or labor on farms.

Social structure: First were the Peninsulares, people born in Spain. Next were the Creoles, who were Spaniards born in the colonies. Next were the Mestizos, Natives mixed with European, and Mullatoes, Blacks mixed with European. Last and at the bottom were 100% full fledged Native Americans and Africans. 

· Mercantilism was used in the colonies. Mercantilism is the building of a nations wealth by way of exporting more than they imported. They did this by way of colonies. They exploited their colonies and took raw materials from them and exported the material for money. 

