GOLDEN AGE - A golden age is a time in which economic prosperity, peace, and success rest in a certain civilization or power.

Gupta Dynasty 

v Capital at Pataliputra on the Ganges in India.
v In each village, a headman and council made decisions
v Women: were restricted from society
v Hinduism dominated society
v Caste system
v Joint families
v Contributions:
(1) Math - Decimal system, and concept of zero.
(2) Medicine - smallpox vaccine and surgeries.
(3) Architecture - built stupas, for Buddhists, which were dome shaped, and contained the remains of holy ones.
(4) Literature - the Shakuntala by Kalidasa and a golden age in literature, in the Sanskrit language.
v Decline - White Huns invasions, and internal rebellion. 


Tang Dynasty

v Got a lot of money from tributary states such as Vietnam, Tibet, and Korea.
v Skillful government - civil service system, which said people could not get jobs until they took hard examinations on Confucians philosophy.
v Social order - Gentry on top, who were wealthy landowners. Peasants came next, the majority of the population. Next came merchants, who were on the bottom because they became rich off of the labor of others.
v Women - Many women held great authority, supervising servants and conducting finances.
v Achievements: 
(1) Land reform - More land went to peasants.
(2) Expanded trade - Traded with India, Persia, and Middle East.
(3) Started becoming a strong naval power.
(4) Canals - Many were built to improve trade and transportation. The biggest one was the Grand Canal, which linked the Yellow and Yangzi Rivers.
(5) Architecture - started making pagodas, buildings with triangular shaped roofs. 
(6) Porcelain - it became their chief export, and they made a lot of money off of selling it. 
v Influence on Japan - As the Tang dynasty declined, Japan sent experts to study China's culture and way of life. This is an example of cultural diffusion. The Japanese adapted many Chinese ideas and developed a unique culture of their own. Things which Japan adapted from China:
(1) Language and way of writing
(2) Way of dress
(3) Customs such as the tea ceremony


The Golden Age of Islam

v The Arabs succeeded in conquering land and peoples for many reasons:
(1) They had a common religion that united them.
(2) They often treated conquered peoples fairly so they were embraced.
(3) They were fierce fighters on horses and camels.
v Divisions within Islam
1. Sunni Muslims - believe that Islamic Leaders should choose the caliph, or successor to Muhammad.
2. Shiite Muslims - believe that the caliph shouldn't be elected, but should be a direct descendant of Muhammad.
v Culture - The culture preserved Greco-Roman culture, which was a culture based on ancient Roman and Greek ideals.
v Education - The Arabs greatly valued education. They built stunning learning centers at Baghdad and Cairo.
v Art and Architecture:
(1) Built beautiful mosques and palaces
(2) Made beautiful paintings, but NOT based on reiligion. (Muslims DO NOT believe in icons)

v Literature: 
(1) Avveroes: preserved the Greek philosophers words, and translated them to Arabic. (Preserving Greco-Roman)
(2) Compiled the many stories of Jews, Arabs, and Indians, to make the Thousand and One Nights.

v Math and Science:
(1) The Arabs were geniuses in math, pioneering the study of algebra.
(2) They were great astronomers, making very accurate calendars.

v Medicine:
(1) Built the first hospitals with emergency rooms
(2) Performed many surgeries similar to today's.
v Trade:
(1) Their strategic location allowed them to trade with many other cultures.
